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Left to right: Matthew Schade, 7th Grade Dean; Ali Miller, 8th Grade Dean; Jona
Urbanowski, 6th Grade Dean

than Davis, MS Principal; Tasha

Dear Eighth Grade Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to the start of your child’s 8th grade year! | look forward to working with you and supporting your child, and you, throughout
the school year. We have 10 new families joining the class this year -- a special welcome to the community to you all!

Here are some details as we begin the school year. In case you haven't been to this links/resources site already, | highly recommend
it. It has almost everything you would need to know regarding the start of school:

https://startofschool.d-e.org/middle-school-start-of-school-2026-resources/


https://startofschool.d-e.org/middle-school-start-of-school-2026-resources/

Important Dates:

e Sept. 2: Look for an email on Wednesday afternoon to your child from your child’s new advisor. Students will spend the
majority of their day on September 8th by Advisory. In addition, students will eat in their Advisory group, with their Advisor, the
first week of school.

e Sept. 8: First Day of School!

o Drop off and pick up: Students arriving by car should be dropped off in front of the middle school building, where Mr.
Davis and myself and some other 8th grade teachers will be waiting to meet them and direct them to the opening
all-class meeting on the third floor porch. If your child is new to DE or is a buddy for a new student, they should meet
up in the grove area in front of the MS building and go to the third floor porch in the middle school together.

o  What to bring: Your child needs to bring a charged iPad, something to write with and something to write on, their
Yondr pouch, and a water bottle. Chances are it will be warm that day so please make sure your child dresses in
comfortable clothes they can be active in and shoes good for walking. If your child tends to get cold, it might be a
good idea to have them bring a sweatshirt or sweater for when we are in the air-conditioned buildings.

o Returning Student Buddies: If you are a buddy, be sure to connect with your new student again this coming week
and remember to meet your new student buddy and bring them to the third floor porch in the middle school building.

e Sept. 10: Students will have a presentation on the three locations the 8th graders will be going for the Seek trips this year.
Students will rank the trips in order of preference as well as suggest some students they would like to be on the same trip with.
As | always tell the students, my goal is NOT to make anyone miserable. For new students, | recognize that it is hard to pick a
trip (and people) on the second day of school. | will work with them to make this experience as wonderful as possible.

NOTE: One of the trips has bike riding on it. Please talk to your child about that. If your child cannot ride a bike, they should
not choose the trip with bike-riding!

e Sept. 14, after school: Fall sports try-outs/practices begin. Look for an email from the athletics department with a link for
pre-season sign-ups, and see the athletic page of the website for details.

e Sept. 15: Back-to-School night on campus for parents. Meet your child’s teachers! Look for a future e-invite from the middle
school office with more details.

e Sept. 16th: Picture Day. We capture headshots for student and yearbook IDs. If you want copies, you may purchase these
from the photographer using an order form available on the website. Look for a link in the next “Middle School Messages”
email from Mr. Davis.

Sept. 21: No School, Yom Kippur

Sept 23-25: 8th grade overnight Seek trips

October 7: 8th Grade Parent Forum on campus from 8:30-10 am. This is an in-person opportunity to meet other parents,
discuss specific developmental issues, and meet key support people in your child’s school experience. More details to follow.
October 9: No School

Oct 12: No School, Indigenous Peoples’ Day

Reminders

e Attendance -- Mrs. Jones is our attendance coordinator for middle school. You can reach her at MSattendance@d-e.org.
Please let her know if your child will be dropped off late, picked up early or unexpectedly absent by filling out the form on your
SCHOOL PASS app or, if that is not possible, reaching out to her directly. If you are planning an absence in advance, please
email ME at least a week before the absence, and copy her on that e-mail.

e MS Office/Day-Of Communications -- Our office manager is Ms. Cebulski. You can reach her at 201-227-3230 or
cebuld@d-e.org. She can help you get a message to your child should you have an unexpected, time-sensitive
communication. All students will be using a Yondr pouch for their cell phone and/or smartwatch. New students will get their
Yondr pouch on the first day of school. Returning students should bring their Yondr pouch with them on their first day.

Check-in meetings (remote)

After the Seek trips, in my role as the 8th grade dean, | will be offering brief optional meetings with parents, via Google Meet, to learn
more about your child, areas of interest for them, and how | can better support them, and you, this school year. More information to
come!

Looking forward to a great year!

Ali Miller

8th Grade Dean
millea@d-e.org
201-227-3236
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